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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1-35 and add claims 36-46 as follows: 
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1 . (Currently Amended) ACcarrier medium (10, 20, 30, 30') for analyzing an analyte, to which 
at least one biological and/or ch e mical substances (A through I) ar e is_applied in at least two defined 
regions (11, 21, 31, 31') , with a code (12, 32, 3 T ) showing which of the at least one biological and/or 
ch e mical substance (A through I) is located in which of the at least two defined regions (1 1 , 21, 31, 
34^. 

2 . (Currently Amended) TheC carrier medium according to of Cclaim 1 , where characterized in 
that several hundred biological and/or chemical substances (A through I) are applied in athe 
corresponding number of thedefined regions (11, 21, 31, 31') . 

3. (Currently Amended) The G carrier medium of claim 1, charact e riz e d in that where the at 
least one biological and/or ch e mical substance s (A through I) are is_disposed differently in the 
defined regions (11, 21, 31, 31') . 

4. (Currently Amended) The Gcarrier medium according to of claim 1, character ized in that 
where t he €eftfed regioi r(ll, 2% 31, 3FVare disposed dffifeM^ <m two dMfesent x^awer media 

5. (Currently Amended) The Gcarrier medium according to of claim 1 , charact e riz e d in that 
further comprising a temperature senso r (17, 37) is provided on carri e r m e dium (10, 20, 30, 30 f ) . 

6. (Currently Amended) The Gcarrier medium according to of claim 1, charact e rized in that 
where the code (12, 32, 32') is from the group comprising a bar code, a numeric code, e^-an 
alphanumeric cod e, and er th e cod e (12, 32, 32') is giv e n by the arrangement of the defined regions 
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(34>on the carrier medium-(20). 

7. (Currently Amended) The Gcarrier medium a cco rdi n g to of claim 1, char a ct e rized in that 
where the code (12, 32,32') provides information for a device (Spreading the carrier medium 
20, 30, 30') as to how the device (§0)-should read which of the defined regions (11, 21, 31, 31') . 

8. (Currently Amended) The Gcarrier medium according to of claim 1 , charact e riz e d in that 
where the code (12, 32, 32') contains information on the expiration date of the carrier medium-(40; 
20, 30, 30') . 

9. (Currently Amended) The G carrier medium according to of claim 1, charact e rized in that 
where the code (12, 32, 32') contains information on the storage of the carrier medium (10, 20, 30, 
3#)-from the time the carrier medium (10, 20, 30, 30') is manufactured until the time if the carrier 
medium is used. 

Mfc (JCtweii^ W&S mmomm^Mm chamct e ri^ e dgtethat 

where the carrier medium (10. 20. 30 . 3 0') is composed of a material from the group comprising 
consists of a film, a glass carrier, or a paper. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The Gcarrier medium according to of claim 1 , characteriz e d in that 
where the at least one substance is from the group comprising biological substances and chemical 
substances, and where the group comprising biological substances and chemical substances 
comprises a substance from the group comprising DNA, RNA, proteins , and- er antibodies are used 

-41 - 



Micronas.7865 



as th e biological and/or ch e mical sub s tances (A through I) . 

12. (Currently Amended) A_Mmethod for manufacturing a carrier media,, comprisin g the steps 
of: 

a. producing a set of id e ntical carrier media (£0)~having a first arrangement of at least 
one physical characteristic of the carrier media the defin e d regio n s (3 1 ) and/or a fir s t arra n g e m e nt of 
biological and/or ch e mical substances within th e d e fin e d re gions (31),; 

b. assigning a different code (32)-to each of these carrier media in the set -f3^k; 

c. storing the first arrangement of th e d e fined region s (3 1 ) and/or th e arrangement of th e 
biological and/or ch e mical substanc e s within th e d e fin e d r e gions (31) of th e carrier m e dia (30) along 
with the associated code (32),; 

d. selecting a second arrangement of the at least one physical characteristic of the carrier 
media d e fin e d regions (3 1 and/or of th e biological and/or chemical substanc e s in th e d e fined r e gions 
(34); that is different from the first arrangement^; 

e. implementing steps a through c for the second arrangement s and 

f. taf)^^ c for subsequent arrangements dMerenfr fronwtfoe 
arrangements already previously used. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Cclaim 1 2, charact e riz e d in that where 
the code (12, 32, 32 f ) r e pr e s e nts comprises a simple-numbering of each one of carrier media um(10, 
30, 30') . 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Cclaim 1 2 , c h aracte riz e d in that where 
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the at least one physical characteristic of the carrier media is an arrangement of at least one substance 
within a defined region on each one of the carrier media, and where the at least one substance is 
printed within the defined region usin g th e biologic al and/o r ch e mical substanc e s (A through D are 
print e d with a p rint h e a d ana lo gous to that us e d in an ink jet printing process on th e d e fined r e gions 
(11, 21, 31, 31') of carri e r m e dium (10, 20, 30, 30') . 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 1 2, charact e rized in that where 
athe set of carrier media comprises consists of approximately 1 ,000 to 1 0,000 carrier medi a (30,30') . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to o f Cclaim 1 2, charact e riz e d in that where 
several hundred sets of the carrier media are manufactured. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 1 2, charact e riz e d in that where 
one carrier medium each is selected from different sets of the carrier media and these selected carrier 
media are packed together. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The M method according to of Gclaim 1 2, charact e rized in that where 
several- a plurality of the sets of the carrier media are mixed together and the carrier media are 
randomly selected from the mixed sets of the carrier media for inclusion in a common pack. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A_©device for reading a carrier medium having wkh at least one optical 
detector per defined region (31) on the carrier medium-{£0), wherein each the-optical detectors 
detects the-reactions of certain biological and/or ch e mical substances in the defined regions (34-)-on 
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the-an analyte as- and provides corresponding signals as soon as when the carrier medium fSOV is in 
has b ee n brought into a read position relative to the device45Q). 

20. (Currently Amended) The Pdevice according to of Gclaim 19, where the carrier medium 
includes a code, and where the device char ac t e rized in that further comprises means for acquiring 
and transmitting the code (32)-to a-an administrative cente r ar e provid e d . 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The dE tevice according to of Gclaim 1 9, charact e riz e d in that where 
the optical detector is a semiconductor chip. 

22. (Currently Amended) The Bdevice according to of Gclaim 1 9, charact e riz e d in that further 
comprising means for digitizing the detected signals ar e provid e d . 

23. (Currently Amended) The Bdevice according to of Gclaim 1 9, charact e rized in that further 
comprising m eans for transmitting the detected signals to the administrative cente r are provid e d . 

24. (Currently Amended) AMmethod for reading a carrier medium^ comprisin g the steps of : 

a. applying an analyt e to the carrier medium-(3Q ^ the carrier medium having at least one 
defined region; 

b. moving the carrier medium (3©)-into the-aread position relative to athe device (50) 
for reading the carrier medium-^0)^; 

c. transmitting the-a_code (32) of the carrier medium (£©)-to an administrative centers 

and 
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d. within the administrative center, evaluating the code (32)-and determining the-an 
associated arrangement of the carrier medium . 

25. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 24, c haract e riz e d in that where 
in step d. the steps of evaluatingen-ef the code (32) and determin in g ation of the associated 
arrangement within the administrative center are performed by the administrative center at no cost 
and a fee is charged only if an- the analyte has reacted positively to one of certain the bi ol ogica l 
and/or ch e mical substances (A through I) located in one of the at least one defined region on the 
carrier medium . 

26. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to o f Gclaim 24, characteriz e d in that where 
instructions are transmitted from the administrative center to the reading device (5©)~as to how the-at 
least one optical detectors isare to be set for the at least one individual defined regions-(34). 

27. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod acc ord ing to o f Gclaim 24, charact e riz e d in that further 

comprising the step of: 

as-step-e.- detecting the-reactions of each of the at least one defined regions (31) ar e det e cted 
with th e optimally s e t using the at least one optical detectors and providing a detected signal 
indicative thereof . 

28. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 27, characteriz e d in that further 
comprising the step of: 

f. transmitting the detected signals ar e transmitt e d to the administrative cente r as step f . 
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29. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 28, ch ara ct erized in that farther 
comprising the step of: 

as st e p g y. - transmitting the associated arrangement of the biological and/or ch e mical 
substanc e s (A to I) of th e carrier medium (30) and/or th e e valuation of th e d e tect e d signals is/ar e 
transmitt e d from the administrative center to the device^ (50) for and readin g the transmitted 
associated arrangement . 

30. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 24, characterized in that where 
; Step b farther comprises the step of detecting acco r ding t o st e p b first the reactions of each of the at 
least one t he-defined region s (3 1 ) ar e d e t e ct e d with th e using at least one optical detecto rs of d e vic e 
(SG) and providing a detected signal indicative thereof, and where - and-m-step c farther comprises the 
step of transmitting additionally the detected signal s ar e transmitted to the administrative center. 

31. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 30, charact e riz e d in that, as 
farther comprising the step of: 

- e. ? - transmitting the associated arrangement of th e biological and/or ch e mical substanc e s 

(A through I) of the carrier medium (30) and/or th e e valuation of th e d e tect e d signals ar e tran s mitt e d 
from the administrative center to the device-(£0). 

32. (Currently Amended) The M method according to of Gclaim 247, characteri z e d in th at where 
instructions are transmitted by the administrative center to reset ascertain one of the at least one 
defined regions (34-)~according to the detected signals. 
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3 3 . (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 247, charact e rized in that where 
athe request is sent by the administrative center, in response to the certain-detected signals, to read 
another carrier medium having an associated arrangement biological and/or ch e mical substanc e s that 
is different from the associated arrangement of b iological and/or ch e mical substanc es on the first 
carrier medium after application of the analyte. 

34. (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 247, charact e riz e d in that where 
the detected signals and the code (^3)-for transmittal from the d e vic e (50) to the administrative center 
is keyed with a public key. 

3 5 . (Currently Amended) The Mmethod according to of Gclaim 24, characteriz e d in that where 
the transmission of the detected signals and the code (32)-to the administrative center is error- 
protection-coded. 

36. (Tfew) The meffltod of cfeini 12, wherelhe^atteast one physical Aaracterisie of the carrier 
media is a defined region on each one of the carrier media. 

37. (New) The method of claim 12, where the at least one physical characteristic of the carrier 
media is an arrangement of at least one substance within a defined region on each one of the carrier 
media. 

38. (New) The method of claim 37, where the at least one substance is from the group 
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comprising biological substances and chemical substances, and where the group comprising 
biological substances and chemical substances comprises a substance from the group comprising 
DNA, RNA, proteins, and antibodies. 

39. (New) The method of claim 12, where the at least one physical characteristic of the carrier 
media comprises a defined region on each one of the carrier media, and also comprises an 
arrangement of at least one substance within the defined region. 

40. (New) The method of claim 39, where the at least one substance is from the group 
comprising biological substances and chemical substances, and where the group comprising 
biological substances and chemical substances comprises a substance from the group comprising 
DNA, RNA, proteins, and antibodies. 

41 . (New) The device of claim 1 9, where the certain substances are from the group comprising 
biological substances and chemical substances, and where the group comprising biological 
substances and dhemical substanees comprises a subst^e fromthe g 

proteins, and antibodies. 

42. (New) The method of claim 28, further comprising the step of: 

g. transmitting the evaluated code of the carrier medium from the administrative center 
to the device, and reading the evaluated code. 

43. (New) The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of: 
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g. transmitting the evaluated code of the carrier medium from the administrative center 
to the device. 

44. (New) The method of claim 25, where the certain substances are from the group comprising 
biological substances and chemical substances, and where the group comprising biological 
substances and chemical substances comprises a substance from the group comprising DNA, RNA, 
proteins, and antibodies. 

45. (New) A carrier medium for use in analyzing an analyte, the carrier medium comprising at 
least two defined regions, a substance being applied to each one of the at least two defined regions, 
the carrier medium also having a code stored thereon, the code being indicative of a type of the 
substance applied to each one of the at least two defined regions and to which one or more of the at 
least two defined regions that the substance is applied to. 



46. (New) The carrier medium of claim 45, where the substance is from the group comprising 
biological substances and chemical substances, and where the group comprising bi©to§feal 
substances and chemical substances comprises a substance from the group comprising DNA, RNA, 
proteins, and antibodies. 
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